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Synopsis

Now a major motion picture starring Johnny DeppA New York Times BestsellerA Boston Globe
BestsellerAn ABA Indie BestsellerJames &#147;Whiteya « Bulger became one of the most ruthless
gangsters in US history, and all because of an unholy deal he made with a childhood friend. John
Connolly a rising star in the Boston FBI office, offered Bulger protection in return for helping the
Feds eliminate Bostona ™s ltalian mafia. But no one offered Boston protection from Whitey Bulger,
who, in a blizzard of gangland killings, took over the citya ™s drug trade. Whiteya ™s deal with
Connollya ™s FBI spiraled out of control to become the biggest informant scandal in FBI
history.Black Mass is a New York Times and Boston Globe bestseller, written by two former
reporters who were on the case from the beginning. It is an epic story of violence, double-cross, and
corruption at the center of which are the black hearts of two old friends whose lives unfolded in the

darkness of permanent midnight.
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Customer Reviews

"Black Mass" is the chilling account of how two killers from South Boston were able to manipulate
the FBI for a period of decades. James"Whitey" Bulger and Stephen "The Rifleman" Flemmi were
legendary wiseguys in Boston during the 1970s. John Connolly a childhood acquaintance of
Bulger's who made good and joined the Boston FBI. When Connolly hooked up with the tough guy
from his old neighborhood things began to go awry.Connolly was awed by his friendship with Bulger

and used his contact in the underworld as proof of his prowess as an agent. For their part Bulger



and Flemmi were able to pass along innocuous mob gossip to the Feds in exchange for protection
form local law enforcement. Carefully placed tidbits of information helped the FBI to arrest enemies
of the Bulger gang. With each arrest Whitey and Flemmi were able to expand their own power base.
Those people who complained to the police were inevitably redirected to the FBI. Once the bureau
had its hands on a case, the stonewalling began. This was a cycle that continued from the late 60s
up until the mid 90s. During this period the “invaluable informants’ provided little of substance to
their "handlers’. However the agents were able to cook the reports and win commendations and
promotions for themselves. At the same time, over a dozen murders are directly attributed to the
pair.If there is honor among thieves you can’t prove it from this book. "Black Mass" is a shocking
story of deceit and corruption within Boston law enforcement, politics and organized crime. It is
almost impossible to describe the level of hubris on the part of the crooks who were protected by the

FBI and those very agents who cosseted the killers in order to advance their own careers.
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